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Abstract

The status of women and the concept of the veil exhibit remarkable diversity across cultures and
religions, reflecting a complex interplay of historical, social, and religious factors. In some
cultures, women have made substantial strides towards equality, enjoying rights and
opportunities akin to men. In contrast, certain societies continue to grapple with gender
disparities and discrimination. Religion often plays a pivotal role in shaping these dynamics. The
concept of the veil, for instance, varies widely. In Islam, the hijab symbolizes modesty and
submission to God, although interpretations vary from mandatory to voluntary, depending on
cultural and regional influences. In contrast, the nigab and burga cover the face, and their
significance varies among Muslim communities. Christianity and Judaism, while emphasizing
modesty, do not universally prescribe veiling, and practices differ widely among denominations.
Sikhism similarly emphasizes modesty but doesn't mandate veiling. In Hinduism, veiling
practices are diverse, reflecting regional customs and traditions. Some women wear veils as a
symbol of respect, while others don't. Buddhism generally doesn't advocate veiling. Overall, the
status of women and the veil's meaning are multifaceted. Cultural, religious, and regional
variations result in a wide spectrum of beliefs and practices. Progress towards gender equality
and changing interpretations of the veil continue to shape the roles and identities of women in
various societies worldwide, making this an evolving and dynamic aspect of global culture and
religion.

Key words-_ Comparative Review, Human Rights, Women Rights in Islam and Other Religions,
Status of Women in Islam and Comparison to Other religions.
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“As Ameer Ali says Among the Athenians, the wife was a mere chattel marketable and transferable
to others, and a subject of testamentary disposition. She was regarded in the light of an evil
indispensable for the ordering of a household and procreation of children.”®
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“In Egypt and all the European Countries, Women were treated worse than salves.”
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